
 

 

 

April 14, 2025   

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Leonard Tartt with prayer and salute to the flag. 

In attendance: Tartt, McClendon, Lewis, Edwards, Westmark. 

 

A motion to approve the March 10, 2025, minutes was made by McClendon, seconded by Lewis, 3/0. 

 

Vice Mayor Edwards and Councilmember Westmark join the meeting. 

 

Trinity Pompey, WHS Cheer, presented a sponsorship request for $250 to the Council. A motion to 

sponsor WHS cheer for $250 was made by Lewis, seconded by Westmark, 5/0. 

 

City Clerk Ashley Schilling presented a sponsorship request from the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office 

for the Youth and Community Outreach Golf Tournament. A motion to sponsor a hole for $250 was 

made by Edwards, seconded by Westmark, 5/0. 

 

Andy Easton will be submitting a CDBG grant application in the upcoming grant cycle. The grant is 

$680,000 with a $25,000 match. Mr. Easton presented two resolutions for the Council’s consideration. 

 

Resolution #2025-02 – A Resolution Of The City Commission Of Sopchoppy, Florida, Authorizing The 

Mayor To Make Application To The Florida Department Of Commerce For Approval Of A Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) Sponsored By The City Of Sopchoppy; Providing An Effective Date; 

And For Other Purposes. CC Schilling read the resolution by title only and a motion to approve was 

made by Edwards, seconded by Westmark, 5/0. 

Resolution 2025-03 – A Resolution Of The City Commission Of The City Of Sopchoppy, Florida, 

Authorizing City Funds To Be Used As Local Match For A Proposed FFY 2024-2025 Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG), Neighborhood Revitalization Grant Application; Providing An 

Effective Date; And For Other Purposes. CC Schilling read the resolution by title only and a motion to 

approve was made by Edwards, seconded by McClendon, 5/0. 

Beatrice McKinney had a leak at her home and appeared before the Council to request an adjustment to 

her water bill. Because Ms. McKinney had an adjustment in October 2024, the Council declined the 

request but approved a payment plan. Ms. McKinney will pay her current bill each month, along with a 

portion of the leak, until the end of September 2025. 

Bill Lickson congratulated the Council on acquiring the SHS property and stated he will support the 

Apalachee Regional Planning Council (ARPC) any way needed. 

Caroline Smith, ARPC, met with Attorney Dan Cox and Councilwoman Westmark and toured the school 

property. Ms. Smith is willing to help the City apply for a Rural Infrastructure Grant. The grant is due in 

July, but earlier submission is better. A motion was made by Edwards to authorize Ms. Smith and ARPC 

to assist the City with the Rural Infrastructure Grant, seconded by Westmark, 5/0. 

At this time Vice Mayor Edwards recused herself for the next agenda item and will need to file a Form 8 

to be included in the records. 

Currently the Wakulla County Senior Center occupies half of the City Hall Annex located at 100 

Municipal Avenue and operates a Thrift Store from the location. Mrs. Edwards, Director of the Wakulla 



 

 

County Senior Center, indicated the Center would like to occupy the entire building, allowing them to 

accept larger donated items like furniture, appliances, etc.as well as increase the inventory they already 

have. The City of Sopchoppy currently houses retention records in the other half.  

The City is willing to move the records to 82 Municipal Avenue, however that building will need 

shelving installed as well as window coverings and climate control upgrade/repair. To date the Center has 

occupied the Annex at no charge, with the City paying all utilities, repairs, expenses, etc. The City 

Council stated if the Senior Center is going to occupy the entire building, an agreement will have to be 

made regarding expenses.  

After a lengthy discussion, a motion was made by Lewis to transfer utilities to the Senior Center 

immediately, and upon the City vacating the building, begin charging $350/month plus utilities for the 

first six months, and then $500/month plus utilities for another six months, seconded by McClendon, 4/0. 

Vice Mayor Edwards returned to the dais. 

Attorney Cox is still working on the EAR Transmittal. Mr. Cox also presented a draft RFQ for 

Engineering Services for the Council’s consideration. The City intends to select one primary engineer and 

one or more alternate engineers. Attorney Cox requested the Council submit comments to Clerk Schilling. 

A motion was made by Edwards to approve the RFQ, seconded by Westmark, 5/0. 

The Council held the 1
st
 Public Hearing for Ordinance 2025-01 - An Ordinance Of The City Of 

Sopchoppy, Florida Vacating Portions Of The Plat As Shown On The Map Of The Town Of Sopchoppy 

West Side, Consisting Of Lots 216, 217, 218. South 1/2 Of Lot 215 & South 1/2 Of Lot 221. 222, 223, 

224, 225, 226, 227, 228. 229, 230, 231, 232. 243. 244, 245, 246, 247. 248. 249, 250, 251, 252, 253, 254, 

255, 256, 257, 258, 259, 260, 261, & 262, Together With All Alleys And Unopened Streets Bounded By 

Those Lots, All In The Plat Of Sopchoppy West Side, As Recorded In Plat Book 1 Of The Public Record 

Of Wakulla County, Florida. The Ordinance was read by title only by Mayor Tartt. The 2
nd

 Public 

Hearing and Adoption will be held at the May 12 meeting. 

The financials and adjustments were approved by signature of the Council. 

 

Councilman Lewis asked if a 501 non-profit needs to be organized for SHS property. Caroline Smith 

stated there are more grant opportunities for advisory boards instead of non-profits. Bill Lickson agreed 

with Ms. Smith. 

 

Jeff Jones, BDI stated he has not received any word on the submitted Legislative Budget Request for Well 

7 improvements. Mr. Jones also presented an updated Well 7 timeline. The bid package should be ready 

by the end of April, and begin construction by June, going through March of next year. BDI is working 

on a response to NWFWMD related to the RFI.  Attorney Cox stated it should not take 54 days BDI has 

allocated, and they need to walk it through the channels to expedite it. 

 

Public Works Director Seth Green reported Well 7 has been repaired and reminded Council the 12” main 

is installed. While conditions are not ideal, PWD stated most of the developments are not ready to 

proceed yet. 

 

PWD Green met with an electrical contractor at the City Park to look at installing dedicated tent 

campsites behind the gazebo, equipping the sites with single GFI’s and a water spigot.  If the Council 

proceeds with the plan, camp pricing will need to be discussed. PWD Green is also looking at removing 

more trees during off-season at the park. 

 



 

 

Councilman Lewis would like to discuss the gym at May’s council meeting and what improvements can 

be made to warrant increasing the rental fees. Councilmember Westmark suggested marketing the gym. 

 

Mayor Tartt was contacted regarding the current lawn service hired to mow around town and the cost to 

taxpayers. Tartt stated even the County hires private lawn companies and prior to him coming on the 

board in November, the sitting Council voted to continue using the service. If the present Council feels 

different, the issue can be addressed at budget time. 

 

Vice Mayor Edwards stated the City looked great for the Worm Gruntin’ Festival.  

 

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m. Motion by Lewis, seconded by Edwards, 

5/0. 


