
 

 

 

 

August 25, 2026 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m. by Councilmember Nathan Lewis with prayer and salute to 

the flag. In attendance: Westmark, Lewis, Tartt, and McClendon. 

 

A motion to approve the July 13, 2026, minutes was made by McClendon, seconded by Westmark, 4/0. 

 

Logan Nix, James Moore & Company, presented the results of the FY 24/25 audit.  The overall audit 

resulted in one finding for material weakness related to financial reporting. A corrective action letter by 

City Clerk Ashley Schilling was submitted in June that will reduce the need for audit adjustments and 

improve internal control over financial reporting in the future. The general fund has a net position of 

$1,085,907. The water fund has a net position of $16,713,849.  
 
Mayor Leonard Tartt joined the meeting during the audit presentation. 

 

Alan Hart, SEH, continues to work with city staff on Wells 7A and B. Well 7B will be partially funded by 

the $400,000 the City received from the Legislature. SEH is waiting on a fully executed SRF loan 

agreement from DEP and is checking to see if the $1.8 million Trice Lane project can be included in the 

$35 million grant funds awarded to the City. The Trice Lane project is scheduled to go out for bid in 

October, with a start date of January 2027. SEH has submitted a RIF grant to upgrade flow around 

Preston Circle, and the Trice Lane project is an essential part in the equation.  

 

Donna Frichey and Connie Jones, Florida Wild Mammal Association, presented the Council with a 

partnership request regarding the Feathers & Fur Masquerade Ball being held at the gym on October 17, 

2026.  They asked the Council to waive the gym rental fee for the entire week of October 12 – 18.  In 

exchange, the city will receive a sponsorship table that includes 10 complimentary tickets and 

recognition.  A motion was made by Lewis to allow the FWMA to use the gym at no charge for the 

period October 12-18, 2026, seconded by Westmark, 4/0. 

 

Trevor Burch, Dewberry Engineering, submitted a change order request from North Florida Construction 

for approval in the amount of $83,878.75.  The cost is related to concrete driveway removal and 

replacement on the Wildwood Drive project.  The original bid was for 400 square feet of concrete, 

however the actual amount of concrete that was required totaled 3,327 square feet. With this final payout, 

the job is complete. A motion to approve the change order was made by Lewis, seconded by Westmark, 

4/0. 

 

Clerk Schilling has received complaints regarding the FRM trailer located at the hardware store and 

emailed the owner Robert Pilkington, letting him know it does not meet the downtown overlay district 

guidelines nor the setbacks.  Mr. Pilkington was present and stated he has plans to paint the outside to 

match the downtown esthetics, put a bench and flowers beside it, creating a pop-up park. 

Councilmembers expressed their concern about the size of the trailer and stated guidelines are in place for 

a reason. Attorney Dan Cox referred to Section 8 of the Downtown Overlay Guidelines and it did not 

meet the requirements.  Council agreed to give Mr. Pilkington 30 days to return with a rendering of his 

idea to address the issues.   

 

CC Schilling presented Resolution 2026-07 for adoption - Resolution No. 2026-07 - A Resolution Of 

The City Commission Of The City Of Sopchoppy, Florida, Appointing Mary Katherine Westmark To 



 

 

Serve As The City's Representative On The Wakulla County Tourist Development Council; Providing 

For An Effective Date. The resolution was read by title only.  A motion to approve the resolution was 

made by Lewis, seconded by McClendon, 4/0. 

Attorney Cox is working on the Comp Plan update for the CIP and LDC and should have it ready for 

transmittal hearing on September 29.  Cox is working on the advertisement for the RFPs for the SHS 

cafeteria and pre-k buildings and the RFPs should be in for Council review at the September 29 meeting 

also. Attorney Cox will be holding an ethics training in Sneads in October that Council is welcome to 

attend, or they can take the class on-line through FLC. 

The financials and adjustments were approved by signature of the Council. 

 

Clerk Schilling reminded the Council of the upcoming budget workshop August 31 @ 3:00 p.m. 

 

Public Works Director reported Scooter Avery removed all of the concrete on the walking path around the 

field at the city park and is spreading the mound of dirt in the parking lot. 

 

The Well 7 tank is up, the building is in progress, and the well motor is installed. 

 

The SHS cafeteria roof has two large holes that have recently appeared.  McKeithen Roofing quoted 

worst-case scenario of $38,750, plus decking to replace the entire roof or a temporary quick fix for 

$2,400.  The Council approved the quick fix. 

 

Councilman Lewis previously contacted the local Ham Radio Association and reported they are interested 

in the radio tower located at the old school. A motion was made by Lewis to allow the Ham Radio 

Association to disassemble and remove the tower located at the SHS, seconded by Westmark, 4/0. 

Attorney Cox requested the Association sign a liability waiver. 

 

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:07 p.m. Motion by Lewis, seconded by Tartt, 4/0. 


