February 10, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Leonard Tartt with prayer and salute to the flag.
In attendance: Tartt, McClendon, Westmark, Edwards and Lewis.

A motion to approve the January 13 & 27, 2025, minutes was made by Edwards, seconded by McClendon,
5/0.

Luis del Castillo would like to have 75 Yellow Jacket Avenue (Masonic Lodge) rezoned from
commercial to residential or commercial/residential. Attorney Cox stated the property is located within
the downtown overlay district, which comes with guidelines and restrictions, however, the building can
be zoned commercial downstairs with residential upstairs. Once Mr. Castillo decides exactly what he
wants to do with the property, he will need to submit a formal request for rezoning to the City Clerk, who
will present it to the Council for consideration. If approved, the request will be followed by two public
hearings and adoption. In the meantime, Vice Mayor Edwards asked that the property be cleaned up.

Kaylee Pafford and James Lewis (WCHD) would like to install exercise equipment in Sopchoppy. The
“cage pod” would be installed at no cost to the City, however the City would be required to maintain it.
Members of the Council suggested different areas for installation (Depot Park by playground, City Park
by the walking path). The Council agreed to place the equipment within the City, with the location to be
determined.

Peyton Schilling had a game and was not able to attend the meeting, however, in his absence, Ashley
Schilling presented a sponsorship request for Wakulla Middle School Baseball. A motion was made by
Lewis to award a $250 sponsorship, seconded by Westmark, 4/0, with Edwards voting nay.

Abbigail Lawhon presented a $200 sponsorship renewal request from Wakulla High School Softball. A
motion was made to renew the sponsorship for $200 by Lewis, seconded by Edwards, 5/0.

Winky Rice along with Nancy Paul informed the Council that beginning this year, Discover Sopchoppy
will only hold two festivals a year: Worm Gruntin’ and Christmas in Sopchoppy. The committee is
looking for someone to oversee the 2™ Saturday Farmer’s Market, paying the vendor fee through an
honor system, or a yearly vendor agreement with the City. The Council suggested someone take turns
collecting the fee for the City and ensure the park is cleaned up. Discover Sopchoppy will continue to
oversee the market until new procedures are in place.

Dallas Lively, Wakulla Girls Softball Association, submitted a sponsorship request. A motion was made
by Lewis to award $250.00, seconded by Westmark, 4/0, with Edwards voting nay.

Trevor Burch, Dewberry, stated the County’s sewer project on Wildwood Drive was awarded to North
Florida Construction and the City will be piggybacking on the contract to upgrade the water lines at the
same time. The Council requested Dewberry provide a copy of the contract to the City for review. A
motion was made by Lewis to approve the contract, subject to review by Council and staff, seconded by
McClendon, 5/0. The Trice Lane sewer project/water line upgrade won’t be ready for bid until later this
year.

Mayor Leonard Tartt, staff, and Jeff Jones with BDI met with DEP concerning the SHS property. The
property was entered into the hydraulic model and there are no apparent issues with potentially
duplicating the new Well 7 site on it. A minimum of three acres is needed and there are 8.2 acres vacant



on the backside of the school property. If the City assumes ownership from WCSB, Mayor Tartt
suggested having the vacant land appraised and the water system buying the well site acreage from the
City and use the funds to finance the monthly maintenance costs of the property. Councilman Lewis
suggested if the water system buys the land, hold the funds for future demolition and not monthly bills.

A motion was made by Edwards to accept the SHS property from the Wakulla County School Board,
seconded by Westmark, 5/0.

Jeff Jones with BDI stated he will be attending the Legislative Delegation meeting on February 13,
regarding the City’s Application for Legislative Funding Request pertaining to the rehab of Wells 3 and 4.

Since August 2024, Attorney Cox and staff have been working with Florida Investment Holding Group
regarding their water account on Hickory Avenue. They had a severe leak and made aware of it more than
once. When the customer addressed the leaks and fixed them, the County and City provided a one-time
adjustment. When the Group questioned the calibration of the meter, the city had it tested and found it to
be calculating accurately. The account has remained in arrears, with the investment group only paying
their current month bill, leaving the period in question outstanding and accruing late fees, The Council
instructed Attorney Cox to contact the company, offering an option to waive the monthly penalties and
have the account current by September 1, or appear at the March meeting to ask for additional
adjustments.

The financials and adjustments were approved by signature of the Council.

Public Works Director Seth Green received an estimate of $30,000 to repair the issue of well 7 pumping
sand.

Attorney Cox, PWD Green, and Jeff Jones to meet regarding the Well 4, Eden Springs lease.

Councilman Lewis is pleased with the job Bobby Henderson, City Maintenance Tech is doing since being
hired.

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m. Motion by Lewis, second by Edwards, 5/0.



